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Art Unit: 2841 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Palmer (US 2003/0076746.) 

3. With respect to claim 1 Palmer discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals (PI, picture I.) placed in a pattern and hands or pointing 
devices arranged to mimic a conventional clock, having both long and short hands (P2 
picture I.); and means (P3, the knob) provided for changing the position or appearance 
of position of the pointing devices (adjustment can also be performed by moving the 
hands, P2, themselves.) 

4. Palmer does not disclose the word WEEKS predominately displayed. It would be 
obvious to include any printable subject matter on a clock. 

5. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
to predominately display the word WEEKS on the Palmer's clock. 
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6. The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to personalize the clock for a 
user. For instance if a person is named "Weeks" or if a business is named "weeks" it 
would be desirable to have a clock that represented that fact. 



7. With respect to claim 7 Palmer discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals (PI picture I.) placed in a pattern and hands (P2 picture I.) 
or pointing devices arranged to mimic a conventional clock, having both long and short 
hands (P2); and means (P3 and see rejection above) provided for changing the position 
or appearance of position of the pointing devices. 

Palmer does not disclose the word DAYS predominately displayed. It would be 
obvious to include any printable subject matter on a clock. 




P2, hands 



P3^ means for 
changing posjtion 



Fli , numerals 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
to predominately display the word Days on the Palmer's clock. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to personalize the clock for a 
user. For instance if a person is named "Days" or if a business is named "Days" it would 
be desirable to have a clock that represented that fact. 

8. With respect to claim 13 Palmer discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals (PI) placed in a pattern and hands (P2) or pointing devices 
arranged to mimic a conventional clock, having both long and short hands (P2); and 
means (P3 and see above rejection) provided for changing the position or appearance 
of position of the pointing devices 

9. Palmer does not disclose the word MONTHS predominately displayed. It would 
be obvious to include any printable subject matter on a clock. 

10. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
to predominately display the word "Months" on the Palmer's clock. 

1 1 . The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to personalize the clock for a 
user. For instance if a person is named "Months" or if a business is named "Months" it 
would be desirable to have a clock that represented that fact. 

12. With respect to claims 2, 5, 8, 1 1, 14, and 17 Palmer teaches the device of 
claims 1. 4, 7. 10. 13, and 16 further comprising a moving second hand (P4 picture I.) to 
mimic normal clock operation. 
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13. With respect to claims 3, 6, 9, 12, 15. and 18 Palmer teaches the device of 
claims 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, and 17 wherein the second hand movement is accompanied by a 
ticking noise to simulate true clock operation. (The clock is a real clock. It would create 
a ticking noise associated with clock operation.) 

14. With respect to claims 4, 10, and 16 Palmer teaches the device of claims 1 , 7, 
and 13. Palmer does not teach wherein a blue color is used to associate the device with 
a male infant or a pink color is used to associate the device with a female infant. 

The use of blue to indicate a male child is well known. Similarly the use of pink to 
indicate a female child is well known. Furthermore, changing the color of a clock to 
personalize it is well known. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
make a clock either blue or pink. The suggestion or motivation would be to personalize 
the clock, making it more desirable to a consumer. 

15. Claims 1, 7, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lawler (US 5058085) in view of Gilomen (US 5473580.) 

16. With respect to claim 1 Lawler discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals placed in a pattern and the word WEEKS predominately 
displayed. Lawler does not disclose and hands or pointing devices arranged to mimic a 
conventional clock, having both long and short hands; means provided for changing the 
position or appearance of position of the pointing devices. 
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Mechanical time pieces with long and short hands are very well known in the art. 
Gilomen teaches a clock with elapsed time keeping means and display comprising 
several long and short hands. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
replace Lawler's digital time keeping display with a conventional mechanical time 
keeping display complete with long and short hands as taught by Gilomen. 

The suggestion or motivation would be to make the time keeping device more 
attractive. 

17. With respect to claim 7 Lawler discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals placed in a pattern and the word DAYS predominately 
displayed. Lawler does not disclose and hands or pointing devices arranged to mimic a 
conventional clock, having both long and short hands; means provided for changing the 
position or appearance of position of the pointing devices. 

Mechanical time pieces with long and short hands are very well known in the art. 
Gilomen teaches a clock with elapsed time keeping means and display comprising 
several long and short hands. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
replace Lawler's digital time keeping display with a conventional mechanical time 
keeping display complete with long and short hands as taught by Gilomen. 
The suggestion or motivation would be to make the time keeping device more attractive. 

18. With respect to claim 13 Lawler discloses a device having the appearance of a 
clock, comprising: numerals placed in a pattern and the word MONTHS predominately 
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displayed. Lawler does not disclose and hands or pointing devices arranged to mimic a 
conventional clock, having both long and short hands; means provided for changing the 
position or appearance of position of the pointing devices. 

Mechanical time pieces with long and short hands are very well known in the art. 
Gilomen teaches a clock with elapsed time keeping means and display comprising 
several long and short hands. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
replace Lawler's digital time keeping display with a conventional mechanical time 
keeping display complete with long and short hands as taught by Gilomen. 
The suggestion or motivation would be to make the time keeping device more attractive. 



Application/Control Number: 10/710,466 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2841 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571)272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




